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   Many thanks to those of you 
that came out to Monocacy Na-
tional Battlefield for our sunny 
but chilly March drill day. By 
late afternoon, with fresh fish 

in the ranks, Captain Bush and 
the NCOs, with some help from 

the peanut gallery, had the 
company looking like veter-
ans. Following drill we 
marched to the railroad junc-
tion for photographs and then 

played baseball for a bit.     
(Continued on page 6) 

events throughout the 
season.  

 Our first topic 
of discussion was March-
ing Through Time at 
Marietta Mansion and 
Museum. During our 

discussion, we were un-
sure of what infor-
mation was available for participating units, 
but we had already received information in 
regards to vendor registration for the event. 
We talked about some of the desserts that we 

wanted to make to sell at the events, and how 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The day spent at Monocacy Battlefield, as 
part of the 7th MD drill day, was quite 
pleasant; most likely because the civilians 
go to spend that time inside, out of the 

cold and wind. During our time inside, we 
got to work on sewing projects, talk with 
visits, and chat about the upcoming sea-
son. Unfortunately, civilian turnout for 
the event was light, and so we only 
scratched the surface of possible discus-

sions. We did get to welcome Randi as a 
visitor to our sewing circle, she came all 
the way from Delaware to spend some 
time with us. She wanted to get to know 
us, and is hoping to join us for some more 



APRIL  

April 8 th  7th Maryland Spring 
Drill Day / Marietta Mansion, 5626 
Bell Station Rd., Glenn Dale, MD 

Lower field, 10am until 2pm. 

 (Company) 

 

April 18-19:  McDowell event  

Location TBA  (Individual)  

 

April 22-23:  Marching Through 
Time at Marietta Mansion, Glenn 

Dale, MD  (Company) 

 

MAY 

 

May 6-7:  Carroll County  

Farm Museum, Westminster, 
MD(Individual)  

 

May 20-21:  Battle of New Market, 

New Market, VA.   

(Company) (FVB Event) 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 

 

June 2-4:  ñOn to Richmondò at 
Endview Plantation, Newport 

News, VA  (Individual)  

http://www.endview.org/reenactment
-information.php 

 

June TBA:  ñGilmoreôs Raid at Je-
rusalem Mill,ò Kingston MD  

(Individual)  

 

June TBA:  Old Bedford Village 
reenactment., Bedford, PA  

(Individual)  

 

June 10:  Ft. Ward  

Living History Day,  

10 am ï 4pm, Alexandria, VA 
(Company) 

 

June17-18:  Camp Geiger,  

Whitehall, PA   

(Individual)  

 

JULY 

 

July 1-3:   154th Gettysburg,  

Bushong Farm, Pumping Sta. Rd.,  

Gettysburg  (Company) (FVB 
Event) 

http://www.gettysburgreenactment.co
m/ 

 

July 9:  Bull Run Winery Living 
History, Manassas, VA  

(Individual)  

 

July 14-16:  Skirmish at Funks-
town, Funkstown, MD  (Company) 

http://www.funkstown.com/special-
events/day-in-the-park/ 

 

July TBA:  Union Mills event, Un-

ion Mills, MD  (Individual)  

 
AUGUST 

 

August 12-13: Battle of Renfrew, 
Renfrew Museum grounds,  

Waynesboro, PA  (Company) 

https://www.facebook.com/renfrewpa
rkcwreenactment/ 

 

Aug. 25-26:   26th Annual 93rd PA 
event, Old Union Canal Tunnel, PA
   (Individual)  

much to bake. Numbers at Marching 
Through Time have been somewhat 
small the past few years, mainly due to 
weather, and so we may not make as 

much as we have in the past (better to 
sell out than have leftovers to deal 
with). 

 May marks our return to the 
Battle of New Market, and hopefully 
the return of some croquet games. Ac-
tivities at New Market will somewhat 
depend on the location of camp; in the 

past, when weôve been forced to make 
camp on hill sides, it has been difficult 
to really engage in a lot of things due to 

(Continued from page 1) 
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prior to the event, and then served cold 
or easily heated over a fire. It would 
also be nice to have ice cream at Gettys-
burg as well, as itôs always nice to have 
a cold treat at a hot event. I am also 

hoping to have a quilting circle at Get-
tysburg as well; by that time, we might 
have a quilting frame that would allow 
us to sit under the shade and quilt, 
without having to lay the quilt over our 
laps.  

 Along with July is also Funks-
town, where we push around our ped-

dlerôs cart and sell our wares. We also 
discussed the idea of offering a rations 
weekend at Funkstown as well. In the 
past, we did not have company meals at 
Funkstown, as the combination of for-
aging, Miss Kittyôs and a meal token 

(Continued on page 3) 

the slope in camp. Hopefully, there will 
be some improvement in camp place-
ment this year, and weôll be able to en-
joy our time there a little more. Howev-
er, I would like to warn that there is 

the possibility that I will not be in at-
tendance at New Market; Michael and I 
will be moving out of our apartment 
that month, and may have to take the 
weekend to finalize things. We will 
know more about that at the start of the 

month. 

 In July, we also return to Get-

tysburg, with some hopefully improved 
conditions from previous years. As this 
always tends to be one of the hottest 
events of the years, our discussion of 
this event went more towards what kind 
of meals we could prepare at the event. 

We discussed meals that could be made 
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   We are now in full preparation for 
the upcoming campaign. Thanks to the 
efforts of Erik Schwetje our first drill 
day occurred at the Monocacy visitorôs 
center outside of Fredrick Maryland. 

Those who braved the cold and the 
wind were put through drill that was 
rather vigorous and they seemed to em-
brace it well. This was probably due to 
the fact they preferred to keep moving 
in order to maintain body heat! Upon 

my arrival before drill the 7th Mary-
land NCOôs already had a fine fire go-
ing that was quite welcome during 
short breaks from drill, offering 
warmth as well as hot coffee. 

   Our ladies had much more comforta-
ble conditions to do their presentation. 
They set up inside the visitorôs center 

and probably had quite a few more visi-
tors than we. I only got to see what was 
going on at the end of the day but it 
appeared to me they had pretty much 
taken over a good portion of the main 
room! They did brave the cold to come 

out and visit with us, and at lunch time 
we were brought a delicious pie that 
lasted only a few minutes! Thank you 
ladies! 

   The first order of business was getting 
our weapons inspection by the park 
rangers done. With only a couple of 
minor issues all passed inspection. We 
were then briefly instructed on what 

was expected of us (the normal NPS 
rules and regulations.) while on the 
site. 

   For the first drill of the season, it was 
kept quite basic as 7th Maryland drill 
goes. School of the soldier and school of 
the company were the order of the day. 

The morning por-
tion pretty well 
ñknocked the rust 
offò which allowed 
for well conducted 

maneuvers in the 
afternoon. To-
wards the end we were delving into 
maneuvers that would pertain to regi-
mental level requirements. With two 
senior NCOôs and one still fairly fresh, 

duties were swapped around all day. 
Corporals Schwetje and Paterson traded 
off as acting First Sergeant. They did a 
fine job and were mentored all day by 
former First Sergeant Steve Giovanni-
ni. Thank you Private Giovannini!  

   As stated earlier this was at the visi-
torôs center and we did get a few brave 

souls visiting us and asking questions. 
This is a great facility and easy to find. 
It is probably a very busy place when 
the weather is less extreme. Our largest 
gathering of inquisitive folks came as 
we stopped for lunch. They got a cook-

ing demonstration from some of the 
troops who prepared their meals. Some 
of the curious even tried some of our 
victuals!  

   After we concluded drill, we formed 
up (some in heavy marching order) and 
marched to the edge of the ñallowedò 
property. On the way we practiced some 
of what we had gone through earlier as 

well as stopping to view points of inter-
est and posing for images. 

   Upon our return to our fire, the boys 
decided to play a little baseball. Well, 
not an organized game, more like a 
practice as a few of the big hitters kept 
the players warm by sending the ball 

down range. From what I saw those 
138th PA fellows are in for it if they 
challenge us this year! 

   At the close of the day, we had gotten 
a lot accomplished. There will be a cou-
ple of other opportunities to get togeth-
er and hone our skills. It appears we 

may have another facility that will 
allow us to drill and do some living 
history. The Park Rangers were very 
open to having us again, and I hope we 
may oblige them. Maybe with a little 
warmer weather we will have more 

visitors! We are well on our way to be-
ing ready for New Market in mid-May 
and I look forward to our next drill day 
(date to still be determined). Thanks to 
all who put forth the effort!  I will see 
you at the fire! 

Present for duty: 

Cpl. Erik Schwetje 

Cpl. Dan Paterson 

Cpl. Matt Oxley 

Pvt. Kaleb Gossmeyer 

Pvt. Bill Hart  

Pvt. Mike Lafferty 

Pvt. Don Miskey 

Pvt. Phillip Giovannini 

Pvt. Steve Giovannini 

Pvt. Parker Russel 

Pvt. Peter Vincenzi 

Capt. Jeff Bush 

Civilians 

Mrs. Sarah Harris Lafferty 

Miss Rizzi Oskoui 

OUR CAMP JOURNAL 

get a feel for who would be interested in 
participating in rations for the week-
end. 

   Speaking of rations, we thought an-
other opportunity for a rations weekend 
would be the Renfrew event in August. 
Renfrew always seems to lend itself to a 

different sort of layout and activities, so 
we thought a rations weekend would 
lend itself nicely to the event. Again, 

Iôll send out an email closer to the event 
to gage interest in participating in ra-
tions.  

   September has a possible living histo-
ry in the works at South Mountain, so 
we thought it would be more appropri-
ate to discuss that events as information 

became more concrete. And of course, 
we have Cedar Creek in October. We 
thought it would be nice to try to bring 

(Continued on page 4) 

easily fed the men for the weekend. 
Unfortunately, times change, and for-
aging and Miss Kittyôs can no longer be 
relied upon as a source of a filling 

meal. So, we thought a rations weekend 
would help fill in some of those ógapsô 
throughout the weekend. As the event 
gets closer, Iôll send out some emails to 

(Continued from page 2) 

Capt. Jeff Bush 

Company Commander 



   If you're looking for 
additional reading, you 
may want to pick up a 
copy of this extremely 
interesting account of 

an enlisted man, Law-
rence Van Alstyne. 

   Lawrence Van 
Alstyne, 1839-1923, was 
a resident of Sharon, 
Conn., and served in the 
128th New York Volun-
teers and the 90th U.S. 

Colored Troops during 
the Civil War. 

   The journal was kept 
by Lawrence Van 
Alstyne, where he rec-
orded his daily military 
experiences from an enlisted man's 
point of view as an eye witness to Civil 

War events. Subjects include his ad-
justment to the poor living conditions, 
his move southward by ship and train, 
training at Camp Millington 
(Baltimore, Md.), move to Louisiana 
and the illnesses on board ship, diseases 

of the troops at Chalmette and then 
Parapet, La., the battle at Port Hudson, 

and then time spent 
at Donaldsonville, 
La. Van Alstyne was 
later reassigned with 
the Corps de Afrique 

(Corps d'Afrique) 
and his journal 
mentions his new 
duties, giving partic-
ular attention to his 
interaction with the 

black community, 
revealing inner prej-
udice when signing 
up African Ameri-
can troops. Although 
his personal views 

were not progressive, 
he encountered 
abused slaves and 
noted the slaves' 
great devotion to 

President Lincoln, who they felt was 

their only hope of gaining freedom. 

   "From among the negroes that came 
flocking about we found that many of 
them knew how to cook ... we immedi-
ately set out for something to try our 
new cook with ... I got after a pig which 
ran in General Mouton's yard ... and 
had some of the most delicious fresh 

pork for dinner ... they were more anx-
ious to enlist than we were to have 
them. Even the women and children 
wanted to go .... That night they built a 
big bonfire, and hundreds upon hun-
dreds were dancing about it ... they 
finally got to singing, Glory to God, 
and Abe Linkum ..."  

back some form of a Ladies Tea again, and will discuss 
that possibility throughout the season at other events.  

 This seasonôs calendar has more events than it 

has in recent seasons, and I, personally, am excited 

about that. It will be busy, and it might get a little 

hectic at times, but Iôm looking forward to the events. I 

also look forward to seeing some old and new faces.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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Lawrence Van Alstyne 


